
 

Summary of Assessment Changes: Year 1 to Year 2 

This document provides an overview of assessment changes made from Year 1 (2018–2019) to 
Year 2 (2019–2020) to CalTPA directions and templates, evidence specifications, and rubrics. 
Please refer to the assessment guides for the most recent cycle requirements, including 
response lengths of narratives and videos, and rubric criteria. 

Year 2 Changes to Both Cycles 
Year 2 Changes to Cycle 1 

Year 2 Changes to Cycle 2 

Year 2 Changes to Both Cycles 
• A Preamble to the California Teaching Performance Expectations (TPEs) was added to 

the assessment guides. 

• An important note was added to emphasize that California content standards and/or 
frameworks must be used. 

• An important note was added to emphasize that the Cycle 1 lesson must not be 
repeated/used in Cycle 2. 

• Important notes were added to clarify the following information about annotated video 
clips: 

o Each video clip must be unedited and continuous, and provide uninterrupted 
instruction. 

o Each video clip must be no more than 5 minutes, and an assessor will watch only 
the first 5 minutes of video for each clip if the clip is longer than 5 minutes. 

o Candidate and students must be visible in the video recordings. 

o Each annotation title must be used at least once across the video clips and may 
be used multiple times if appropriate. 

o The annotation title and rationale must explain the timestamped segment 
selected. 

o When uploading the video clips, candidate must assign a label to each clip. 

• Annotation instructions were updated to explain that annotations are brief text 
explanations attached to a specific timestamped point in the video clip, and annotation 
titles are selected from a drop-down list. 

• Maximum page lengths allowed for narratives were increased to account for the length 
of the directions and prompts. 
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• Maximum video lengths were increased. 

• Part letters were added for each piece of evidence listed in the “Evidence to Be 
Submitted” sections for each step in the assessment guides to align with the parts in the 
Pearson ePortfolio system.  

• The Submission Specifications table for each cycle (formerly called the Evidence Chart in 
Year 1) was added to the assessment guides. Part letters are indicated for each piece of 
evidence listed in the table to align with the parts in the Pearson ePortfolio system. 

• Templates were removed from the assessment guides since they are provided as 
separate documents in the assessment materials for faculty and in the Pearson 
ePortfolio system for candidates after they register. 

• English translation/transcription requirements have been updated to reflect that 
translations/transcriptions are not required for concurrent bilingual candidates who are 
in a placement where language other than English is exclusively used for instruction, or 
who are in a placement where both English and another language are used for 
instruction. See the following notice for additional clarification for bilingual candidates: 

o Translations or transcriptions are NOT required for the following: 

• concurrent bilingual candidates who are in a placement where a language 
other than English is exclusively used for instruction, or who are in a 
placement where both English and another language are used for instruction 

• candidates who registered for the World Languages assessment 

• candidates using American Sign Language (ASL) in a classroom setting with 
students who are deaf or hard of hearing 

o For all other candidates, any evidence in a language other than English must be 
accompanied by a translation. 

• The following definitions were added or updated in the glossary in the assessment 
guides: 

o Asset 
o California Teaching Performance Expectations 
o Designated English Language Development 
o English Language Development (ELD) Standards 
o Higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) 
o Integrated English Language Development 
o Redacted 
o Student self-assessment 
o Timestamp 
o Typical and atypical child/adolescent development 
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Year 2 Changes to Cycle 1: Learning About Students and Planning Instruction 

General Updates 

• “Learning” was added to “students’ assets and learning needs.” 

• “Higher-order thinking” was aligned with the glossary definition and includes “analysis, 
synthesis, evaluation, interpretation, and transfer.” 

Changes to Step 1: Plan 

• An important note was added to emphasize that Step 1 planning activities must be 
completed prior to completing Steps 2–4. 

• An important note was added to emphasize that integration of other content is 
appropriate; however, Multiple Subject candidates’ learning goal(s) must reflect literacy 
or mathematics. Learning goals for additional content beyond literacy or mathematics 
can be used in the lesson; however, the lesson must clearly provide students the 
opportunity to learn and demonstrate capacity in the content area of literacy or 
mathematics in a Multiple Subject submission. 

Rubric Summary of Rubric Changes 

1.1 • Added “grouping strategies” to the essential question 
• Revised Levels 1, 3, 4, 5 for consistent language  

1.2 • Added a second construct regarding “rigor” to Level 2  
• Revised Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 to clarify “rigor” and “safe environment” language 

1.3 • Clarified “safe learning environment” language in Level 2 
• Revised Levels 3, 4, 5 for consistent language 

1.4 • Added a third construct regarding “rigor” and “safe learning environment” to Level 2  
• Revised Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 for consistent language 

 
Part Summary of Changes to Evidence to Be Submitted 

A Increased response length maximum 

B Clarified that the template provided is a sample lesson plan 

C Increased response length maximum 

D Increased response length maximum 
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Changes to Step 2: Teach and Assess 

• Description for the three video clips was updated as follows to allow for selection of 
each clip from anywhere in the recorded lesson: 

o Creating a Positive Classroom Environment and Setting Expectations for Learning 

o Student Activities and Instructional Strategies 

o Next Steps for Learning 

•  “Safe” was added to “Creating a Positive and Safe Learning Environment” annotation 
title. 

Rubric Summary of Rubric Changes 

1.5 • Revised Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 for consistent language 

1.6 • Added “next steps” to the essential question 
• Clarified Level 1 criteria 
• Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5:  

• Clarified “next steps” language 
• Revised for consistent language 

 
Part Summary of Changes to Evidence to Be Submitted 

E Increased response length maximum 
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Changes to Step 3: Reflect 

• Prompt #1a was updated to include “inform and/or shape your lesson.” 

• Prompt #2 was updated to include “Why or why not?”  

Rubric Summary of Rubric Changes 

1.7 • Added “citing evidence from Steps 1 and/or 2” to the essential question 
• Added construct regarding “citing evidence” to Level 1 
• Revised Levels 1, 2, 3 for consistent language 

 
Part Summary of Changes to Evidence to Be Submitted 

F Increased response length maximum 

 

Changes to Step 4: Apply 

Rubric Summary of Rubric Changes 

1.8 • Added “citing evidence from Steps 1, 2, and/or 3” and “determine next steps for instruction” to 
the essential question  

• Added construct regarding “citing evidence” to Level 1 
• Revised Levels 1, 3, 4 for consistent language 

 
Part Summary of Changes to Evidence to Be Submitted 

G Increased response length maximum 
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Year 2 Changes to Cycle 2: Assessment-Driven Instruction 

General Updates 

• Two additional rationales were added to Step 2 regarding “higher-order thinking skills” 
and use of “student self-assessment” and “feedback to students.” 

• Throughout the cycle, “rubric and/or scoring criteria” was changed to “rubric.” 

Changes to Step 1: Plan 

• An important note was added to complete Step 1 planning activities prior to completing 
Steps 2–4. 

• “Record” was added to “student performances” and now reads as “record student 
performances.” 

• Directions were added for providing blank informal, student self-, and formal 
assessments and rubrics. 

• Prompt #7 was added to the formal assessment description regarding adaptations or 
accommodations, as appropriate. 
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Rubric Summary of Rubric Changes 

2.1 • Added “ELD1 learning goal(s)” to the essential question 
• Expanded first construct in Level 3 to include “modeling and/or scaffolding strategies” 
• Levels 2, 3, 4, 5:  

• Clarified “learning goals and strategies” language 
• Revised for consistent language 

• Expanded sources of evidence to include all evidence submitted for Step 1 

2.2 • Clarified Level 1 criteria 
• Expanded first construct in Level 3 to include “of the learning segment that are clearly aligned to 

support students to meet the learning goal(s)” 
• Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5:  

• Clarified “rubric,” “learning activities,” and “supports” language 
• Revised for consistent language  

• Expanded sources of evidence to include all evidence submitted for Step 1 

 
Part Summary of Changes to Evidence to Be Submitted 

A Increased response length maximum 

B No changes 

C Increased response length maximum 

D Changed part to be specific to Blank Informal Assessment and Rubric 

E New part: Added part for Blank Student Self-Assessment and Rubric 

F Former Part E: Changed part to be specific to Blank Formal Assessment and Rubric 

 

  

1 “ELD” changes do not apply to World Languages. 
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Changes to Step 2: Teach and Assess 

• Directions updated to explain the following:  

o use of informal assessments during the learning segment to allow for adjustment 
of instruction to meet students’ learning needs 

o use of student-self assessment to learn about how individual students 
understand what they know and determine what they need to do next to 
continue learning with candidates’ support 

o how to provide specific feedback to students as they engage in these 
assessments 

• An important note was added to explain that candidates need to teach students how to 
conduct self-assessment using a rubric. 

Rubric Summary of Rubric Changes 

2.3 • Added “and demonstration of academic language” to the essential question 
• Updated first construct for Level 3 to include “informal assessments” 
• Added ”English learners and standard English learners as appropriate”2 and “instructional 

adaptations” to construct for Level 4  
• Added “ELD strategies” to construct for Level 5  
• Revised Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 for consistent language 

2.4 • Revised Levels 1, 2, 3, 4 for consistent language 

2.5 • Added “to meet the needs of all students based on assessment results” to second construct in 
Level 3 

• Revised Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 for consistent language 

2.6 • Added “adaptations and/or accommodations” to second construct in Level 4  
• Revised Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 for consistent language 

2.7 • Added “‘informal or student self-assessment” to first construct in Level 1  
• Added “informal assessment and/or student self-assessment” to first construct in Level 2  
• Added “candidate does not explain to students how to use informal assessment feedback to 

advance learning of content” to second construct in Level 2  

• Added “informal assessment results, including student self-assessment” to first construct in  
Level 3  

• Revised Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 for consistent language 

 
Part Summary of Changes to Evidence to Be Submitted 

G Former Part F: Increased response length maximum  

H Increased response length maximum 

2 Does not apply to World Languages. 
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Changes to Step 3: Reflect 

• Student responses were updated to include “recorded performances”: these could be 
video or audio or both. 

• An important note was added to explain the directions for submission of assessment 
responses before scanning student work to upload: 

o Label each piece of student work. 

o Remove/redact identifying information for students, teachers, and/or schools. 

o Submit video and/or audio recording for performance-based assessments. 

o Assign a label to each file when uploading to the Pearson ePortfolio system. 

• Prompt #4 was added to the Analyze the Formal Assessment Responses. 

Rubric Summary of Rubric Changes 

2.8 • Added “whole class” to first construct in Level 3  
• Added “understanding of content based on assessment findings” to second construct in Level 4  
• Revised Levels 1, 3, 4, 5 for consistent language 

 
Part Summary of Changes to Evidence to Be Submitted 

I Changed part to be specific to the formal assessment responses from 3 students (process, product, 
or performance), and details around how to include feedback to students 

J Increased response length maximum 
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Changes to Step 4: Apply 

• An important note was added that emphasizes that evidence from Steps 2 and 3 must 
be provided for the follow-up activity decision. 

• New Prompt #1 was added to the follow-up activity description. 

• An important note was added about appropriately labeling the type of activity to be 
uploaded to the Pearson ePortfolio system and that it should match the written 
narrative. 

Rubric Summary of Rubric Changes 

2.9 • Added “analysis of results from informal assessment, student self-assessment, and formal 
assessment” to essential question  

• Added “citations from student responses or assessment results” to second construct in Level 1  
• Added “OR” to Level 2: evidence can map to the first construct OR the second construct 

• Added “cites evidence from student responses or assessment results” to second construct in 
Level 2  

• Reformatted Level 3 for clarity and added “citing evidence from student responses and 
assessment results” to second construct 

• Added “accommodations during the activity and meaningful engagement to content-specific 
learning goal(s) and provides rationale for these adaptations or accommodations” to Level 4  

• Added “develops academic language that clearly supports access to content-specific learning 
goal(s)” to Level 5  

• Revised Levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 for consistent language 

 
Part Summary of Changes to Evidence to Be Submitted 

K Increased response length maximum 

L Increased response length maximum 
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