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Sample Test Questions for CSET: Arabic Subtest II 
 
 
Below is a set of questions that are similar to the questions you will see on Subtest II of CSET: Arabic.  You are 
encouraged to respond to the questions without looking at the responses provided in the next section.  Record 
your responses on a sheet of paper and compare them with the provided responses. 

In the sample questions below, you will be required to respond in Modern Standard Arabic for questions that 
directly assess your productive language skills and knowledge of particular linguistic issues.  For other 
questions, you may respond in either Arabic or English.  Each question will clearly state the requirements for 
your response. 

Please note that at the actual test administration, you will hear rather than read the passages for the listening 
comprehension questions.  
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GENERAL DIRECTIONS 
 
This portion of the test consists of four sections:  (1) an oral expression section with constructed-response 
assignments, (2) a listening comprehension section with a constructed-response assignment, (3) a reading 
comprehension section with a constructed-response assignment, and (4) a written expression section with a 
constructed-response assignment.  The directions for each section appear before that section. 
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(The examinee will hear and read on-screen:) 
 

DIRECTIONS FOR THE ORAL EXPRESSION CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
For this section of the test, you will record spoken responses to two assignments presented on-screen.  You must 
respond to the assignments in the target language.   
 
At the conclusion of these directions, the test will automatically advance and the first speaking assignment will 
be presented on the next screen. You will have two minutes to review the assignment and consider your 
response.  You will be notified when the two minutes is complete.  Then watch the screen as the test advances 
and the first recording box is presented.  You will have two minutes to record your response.  Do NOT begin 
speaking until the screen advances and you see a Recorded Answer box presented on-screen.  A sample of the 
Recorded Answer box appears below.   
 

 
 
Monitor your recording time by referring to the Recorded Answer box.  The time in the Recorded Answer box 
will count down from 120 seconds (2 minutes) and the status bar will fill as your recording time progresses. 
 
When the two minutes is completed, the current status on the Recorded Answer box will change to "completed," 
indicating the conclusion of the first speaking assignment.  You will automatically be advanced to the next 
screen, where the second assignment will be presented.  If you finish your response before the end of the two 
minutes, you may advance to the second assignment by clicking the Next button.  If you advance to the second 
assignment with recording time remaining, you will NOT be able to return to the first assignment. 
 
Your responses will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 
 

PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in 
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described 
in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET subject 
matter requirements 
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Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Construct connected oral discourse that communicates a message effectively. 

• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates a wide range of vocabulary. 

• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates idiomatic expressions. 

• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates linguistic structures.  

 
You may use the erasable notebooklet provided to make notes; however, you will be scored only on the 
recorded responses.  You will have only ONE opportunity to record your response to each assignment.  Be 
sure that your microphone is in a downward position near your mouth before you begin speaking.   
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(The examinee will hear and read on-screen:) 
 

1. Read the assignment below.  You will have 2 minutes to review this assignment and consider your 
response, and then 2 minutes to record your final response.  You will be told when the review time 
is over and the recording is about to begin.  Begin reading the assignment and considering your 
response now.   

 
(The examinee read on-screen:) 
 
Imagine that a friend from an Arabic-speaking country has been offered a job in a city near where you 
live, and asks your opinion on the pros and cons of living and working in your area.  Speaking in 
Arabic, discuss the advantages and disadvantages of living and working in your area.  In your response 
you may include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 
 
• a brief description of some of the important features of the area in which you live (for example, 

climate, natural features, distribution of people, mix of population, regional differences within  
the state, cultural amenities, educational and medical facilities, recreational and entertainment 
options); and  

 
• an analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of living and working in your area. 
 

 
 (The examinee will have two minutes to study the assignment above; then two minutes to respond.) 
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(The examinee will hear and read on-screen:) 
 

2. Read the assignment below.  You will have 2 minutes to review this assignment and consider your 
response, and then 2 minutes to record your final response.  You will be told when the review time 
is over and the recording is about to begin.  Begin reading the assignment and considering your 
response now.   

 
(The examinee read on-screen:) 

 
Imagine that you are attending a summer institute at a university in an Arabic-speaking country.   
You are asked to give a presentation to a group of students about your previous college experiences.  
Speaking in Arabic, describe a college or university you have attended.  In your response you may 
include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 

 
• a description of a college or university you have attended; 
 
• an analysis of what you liked and disliked about the college or university; and 
 
• a discussion of why you would or would not recommend that school to others. 
 
 
(The examinee will have two minutes to study the assignment above; then two minutes to respond.) 
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(The examinee will hear and read on-screen:) 
 

DIRECTIONS FOR THE LISTENING COMPREHENSION 
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT 

 
This section of the test consists of a listening comprehension assignment.  For this assignment, you will listen to 
an audio recording of a passage.  The listening passage will be read twice.  After you have heard the passage 
twice, you will respond in writing to the assignment presented.  Your response may be written in either the 
target language or English.  This should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or 
paraphrased from some other work. 
 
Your response may be written in either English or the target language.  You may use the erasable 
notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your response.  If you choose to respond in 
English, type your response in the response box presented on-screen.  If you choose to respond in the target 
language, your final response must be written on the response sheets provided.  Please label your response 
sheets with the appropriate Assignment number (e.g., “Assignment 3”).  Your response sheets must be scanned 
using the scanner provided at your workstation. 
 
Instructions for scanning your response sheets are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at 
the top of the screen. 
 
Your response to the listening comprehension assignment in this section will be evaluated based on the 
following criteria.   
 
PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in 
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in 
the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET subject 
matter requirements 
 

Assignment 3:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and significant details of oral messages in a variety 
of authentic contexts. 

• Make deductive and inductive inferences based on information contained in oral messages. 

• Analyze and evaluate oral messages in relation to their purpose, context, and point of view. 

 
Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing 
time.  Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or 
before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be 
scored. 

Please be aware that the visual enhancements  and  are NOT available 
during this section of the test.  Please DO NOT use these features until you have completed all listening items 
and proceeded to the remaining sections of the test. 
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(The examinee will read on-screen:) 
 

3. Write a response, in either Arabic or English, in which you: 
 
• identify the main topic of the conversation; 
 
• describe the female speaker's point of view about the topic; and 

 
• analyze the sufficiency of the evidence that the female speaker uses to support her point of view. 
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  (The examinee will hear:) 

 
Listen carefully to the following conversation.  After you have heard it twice, respond to the 
assignment. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR THE READING COMPREHENSION 
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT 

 
This section of the test consists of a reading comprehension assignment.  For this assignment, you are to 
prepare a written response. 
 
Your response may be written in either English or the target language.  You may use the erasable 
notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your response.  If you choose to respond in 
English, type your response in the response box presented on-screen.  If you choose to respond in the target 
language, your final response must be written on the response sheets provided.  Please label your response 
sheets with the appropriate Assignment number (e.g., “Assignment 4”).  Your response sheets must be 
scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation. 
 
Instructions for scanning your responses sheet are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at 
the top of the screen. 
 
Your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 
 
PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in 
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described 
in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET subject 
matter requirements 
 

Assignment 4:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and significant details of written texts. 

• Make deductive and inductive inferences based on information contained in written texts. 

• Apply critical reasoning skills to written texts. 

 
The assignment is intended to assess subject matter knowledge and skills, not writing ability.  Your response, 
however, must be communicated clearly enough to permit a valid judgment of your knowledge and skills.  
Your response should be written for an audience of educators in the field and may be written in either the 
target language or English.   
 
Your response should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from 
some other work.  Please write legibly when using response sheets.  You may not use any reference materials 
during the test.  Remember to review your work and make any changes you think will improve your response. 
 
Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing 
time.  Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test 
or before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will 
NOT be scored. 
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 4. Read the passage below; then complete the exercise that follows. 
 

 
 
Write a response, in either Arabic or English, in which you: 
 
• identify the main argument made by the writer; 
 
• describe the writer's most likely purpose for writing the passage; and 
 
• analyze the sufficiency of the evidence the writer uses to support the main argument. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION 
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT 

 
For the constructed-response assignment in this section, you are to prepare a written response in the target 
language. 
 
Read the assignment carefully before you begin to write.  Think about how you will organize what you plan to 
write.  You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your 
response.  Your final response must be written on the response sheets provided (two for Assignment 5).  Please 
label your response sheets with the appropriate Assignment number (e.g., “Assignment 5”).  Your response 
sheets must be scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation. 
 
Instructions for scanning your response sheets are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at 
the top of the screen. 
 
Your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 
 
PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in 
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as 
described in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET 
subject matter requirements 
 
DEPTH AND BREADTH OF UNDERSTANDING:  the degree to which the response demonstrates 
understanding of the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 

Assignment 5:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given audience. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given purpose. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given occasion. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of a wide range of 
vocabulary. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of idiomatic 
expressions. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of linguistic 
structures. 

 
Your response should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from 
some other work.  You may not use any reference materials during the test.  Remember to review your work and 
make any changes you think will improve your response.  Your response should be written for an audience of 
educators and must be written in the target language. 
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Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing 
time.  Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or 
before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be 
scored. 
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 5. Complete the exercise that follows. 

 
Imagine that a work colleague from an Arabic-speaking country is considering taking a new position in 
the general area where you are currently living and has asked you to provide some information about the 
area in which you live.  Write a letter in Arabic to your colleague responding to this request for 
information.  In your letter you must include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 

 
• a brief description of some important features of the area in which you live (for example, climate, 

natural features, distribution of people, mix of population, regional differences within the state, 
cultural amenities, educational and medical facilities, recreational and entertainment options); and 

 
• an analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of living and working in your area. 
 
Your response must be written in Modern Standard Arabic. 
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Examples of Strong Responses to Sample Constructed-Response 
Questions for CSET: Arabic Subtest II 

 
 

Language and Communication:  Oral Expression 

Question #1 
 
A strong response to this oral expression assignment would address the assigned topic in the target language 
and develop the topic by elaboration of specific points.  The response would be delivered in a consistently 
clear manner.  The speaker would speak fluently, using a variety of sentences.  The speaker's vocabulary 
would show mastery of a broad vocabulary including appropriate idiomatic expressions.  The speaker would 
handle simple and complex linguistic constructions, avoiding errors that interfere with communication.  The 
speaker would exhibit good to excellent pronunciation and intonation. 
 
Examples that might be mentioned in a response to question #1 could include: 
 
• a brief description of some of the important features of the area in which you live (for example, climate, 

natural features, distribution of people, mix of population, regional differences within the state, cultural 
amenities, educational and medical facilities, recreational and entertainment options) 

 
• an analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of living and working in your area 
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Question #2 
 
A strong response to this oral expression assignment would address the assigned topic in the target language 
and develop the topic by elaboration of specific points.  The response would be delivered in a consistently 
clear manner.  The speaker would speak fluently, using a variety of sentences.  The speaker's vocabulary 
would show mastery of a broad vocabulary including appropriate idiomatic expressions.  The speaker would 
handle simple and complex linguistic constructions, avoiding errors that interfere with communication.  The 
speaker would exhibit good to excellent pronunciation and intonation. 
 
Examples that might be mentioned in a response to question #2 could include: 
 
• a description of a college or university you have attended 
 
• an analysis of what you liked and disliked about the college or university 
 
• a discussion of why you would or would not recommend that school to others 
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Language and Communication:  Listening Comprehension 

Question #3 (Score Point 3 Response) 
 
 

 
 
 

Language and Communication:  Reading Comprehension 

Question #4 (Score Point 3 Response) 
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Language and Communication:  Written Expression 

Question #5 (Score Point 4 Response) 
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Scoring Information for CSET: Arabic Subtest II 
 
 
Because the questions on CSET: Arabic Subtest II are of two types—one type requiring a short (focused) 
response taking approximately 10 minutes (for written responses) or 2 minutes (for oral responses) to complete, 
and another type requiring an extended response taking approximately 45 minutes to complete—two sets of 
performance characteristics and two scoring scales will be used to score responses to the questions.  Responses 
to questions are scored by qualified California educators using focused holistic scoring.  Scorers will judge the 
overall effectiveness of your responses while focusing on the appropriate performance characteristics that have 
been identified as important for this subtest (see below and page 21).  Each response will be assigned a score 
based on an approved scoring scale (see pages 20 and 22). 
 
Your performance on the subtest will be evaluated against a standard determined by the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing based on professional judgments and recommendations of California educators. 
 
 

Performance Characteristics and Scoring Scales for CSET: Arabic Subtest II 

A.  SHORT (FOCUSED)-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 
 
Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses 
to the short (focused)-response questions on CSET: Arabic Subtest II. 
 

PURPOSE The extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's 
charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUBJECT MATTER 
KNOWLEDGE 

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Listening Comprehension 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and significant details of oral messages in a variety of 
authentic contexts. 

• Make deductive and inductive inferences based on information contained in oral messages. 

• Analyze and evaluate oral messages in relation to their purpose, context, and point of view. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Reading Comprehension 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and significant details of written texts. 

• Make deductive and inductive inferences based on information contained in written texts. 

• Apply critical reasoning skills to written texts. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Oral Expression 

• Construct connected oral discourse that communicates a message effectively. 
• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates a wide range of vocabulary. 
• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates idiomatic expressions. 
• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates linguistic structures.  
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Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to each response to the short (focused)-response questions on CSET: 
Arabic Subtest II according to the following scoring scale. 
 

SCORE 

POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION 

3 

The "3" response reflects a command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined in the 
CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved. 
• There is an accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is appropriate and specific relevant supporting evidence. 

2 

The "2" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved. 
• There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is acceptable relevant supporting evidence. 

1 

The "1" response reflects a limited or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is only partially or not achieved. 
• There is limited or no application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is little or no relevant supporting evidence. 

 
 
For Listening Comprehension and Reading Comprehension: 
 

U 
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, illegible, 
not in the target language or English, or does not contain a sufficient amount of original 
work to score. 

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank. 

 
For Oral Expression: 
 

U 
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, 
inaudible/incomprehensible, not in the target language, or does not contain a sufficient 
amount of original work to score. 

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank. 
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B.  EXTENDED-RESPONSE QUESTION 
 
Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses 
to the extended-response question on CSET: Arabic Subtest II. 
 

PURPOSE  The extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response 
assignment's charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter 
requirements. 

SUBJECT MATTER 
KNOWLEDGE 

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the 
relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to 
relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

DEPTH AND BREADTH OF 
UNDERSTANDING 

The degree to which the response demonstrates understanding of the 
relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Written Expression 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given audience. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given purpose. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given occasion. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of a wide range of 
vocabulary. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of idiomatic 
expressions. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of linguistic 
structures. 
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Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to each response to the extended-response question on CSET: Arabic 
Subtest II according to the following scoring scale. 
 

SCORE 

POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION 

4 

The "4" response reflects a thorough command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved. 

• There is a substantial and accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is sound; there are high-quality, relevant examples. 

• The response reflects a comprehensive understanding of the assignment. 

3 

The "3" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined 
in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved. 

• There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is adequate; there are some acceptable, relevant examples. 

• The response reflects an adequate understanding of the assignment. 

2 

The "2" response reflects a limited command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined 
in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is partially achieved. 

• There is limited accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is limited; there are few relevant examples. 

• The response reflects a limited understanding of the assignment. 

1 

The "1" response reflects little or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is not achieved. 

• There is little or no accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is weak; there are no or few relevant examples. 

• The response reflects little or no understanding of the assignment. 

U 
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, illegible, 
not in the target language or specified form or orthography of the target language, or does 
not contain a sufficient amount of original work to score. 

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank. 
 




