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Sample Test Questions for CSET: Russian Subtest I

Below is a set of multiple-choice questions and constructed-response questions that are similar to the questions
you will see on Subtest I of CSET: Russian. You are encouraged to respond to the questions without looking at
the responses provided in the next section. Record your responses on a sheet of paper and compare them with
the provided responses.
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Russian Subtest I

General Directions

This test consists of two sections: (1) a multiple-choice question section and (2) a constructed-response
assignment section. Each question in the first section is a multiple-choice question with four answer choices.
Read each question and answer choice carefully and choose the ONE best answer.

Try to answer all questions. In general, if you have some knowledge about a question, it is better to try to
answer it. You will not be penalized for guessing.

The second section contains one or more constructed-response assignments. You will be asked to provide a
written response to each assignment. Directions for the constructed-response assignment(s) appear immediately
before the assignment(s).

You may work on the multiple-choice questions and the constructed-response assignment(s) in any order that
you choose. Be sure to allocate your time carefully so you are able to complete the entire test within the testing

session. You may go back and review your answers at any time during the testing session.

You may NOT use any type of calculator or reference materials during the testing session.
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Russian Subtest I

1. Knowledge of a language's derivational 2. In the genetic classification of languages,
morphology would most likely help an languages are classified according to:
individual:

A.  geographical relationships between
A. reproduce the language's phonemes language populations.
correctly, even when they appear in
unfamiliar words. B.  standard ordering of the basic units

of speech (subject, verb, object).
B.  recognize the language's gram-

matical markers, such as those C. shared development from an earlier
indicating verb tenses and cases. common language.

C.  organize the language's words into D. overlapping semantic categories of
syntactically correct phrases and words.
sentences.

D. understand how new words are
created based on the language's
lexical roots. 3. Which of the following responses to
the question below best represents an
example of indirect communication?

"Asha, would you ask Geoff if he is
coming to our party?"

A.  "I'm not asking him anything!"

B. "I don't think I'll be seeing Geoff
before then."

C.  '"I'll ask him tonight at the soccer
game."

D. "I will, though I don't think he'll
know his schedule yet."
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Russian Subtest I

According to Stephen Krashen's theory
of comprehensible input, an individual's
oral communication skills in a second
language are most likely to develop in
which of the following circumstances?

A.  The individual's errors in spoken
language are corrected only if they
interfere with the communication
of meaning.

B.  The individual is exposed only to
language structures and vocabulary
with which he or she is wholly
familiar and comfortable.

C.  The individual's errors in spoken
communication are consistently
corrected immediately after they
occur.

D. The individual is exposed to
language structures that are just
beyond his or her current level of
competence within the language.

Which of the following statements best
describes the function of the adjectival
suffix -osam-?

A. It changes an adjective into its
superlative form.

B. It negates the original meaning
of an adjective.

C. It changes an adjective into its
comparative form.

D. It diminishes the force of an
adjective.

Select the response that correctly
completes the sentence below.

Ecmu BB Ha aBTOOYyCE paHbIIIE,
YEM s , HC X KAUTC MCHA Ha
OCTaHOBKE, a MHE HaBCTpEUy.

A.  Tpuexanu / IpUX0XKY / XOJAHUTE

B. mpuenere / mpunuia / HAaYHUTE
XOJHTh

C. Mpue3xaeTe / moaxoauna Obl /
MOHIUTE

D. mpuenere / monoiiny / ugure
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Russian Subtest I

7.  Select the response that correctly 9.

completes the sentence below.

— Cama, MOXET 6BITI:, ThI JOIMUIICIIb

MHUCHMO 3aBTpa’?

—Her, ObIcTpee 3aKOHYY,

A.

D.

CKOpEee OTIPABIIIO — YTOOBI
710 TIpa3HMKa JOIILIO.

MTOCKOJIBKY / TIOCTOIBKY
4eM / TeM

pa3/ To

10.

Korma / Torga

8. Which of the following sentences best
indicates that "Mom1010# yenoBek" is new

information?

A. B xoMHaTy BoIea MoJIO0H
YEIIOBEK.

B.  Mosonoii yenoBek BOLIEI B
KOMHATYy.

C.  Mononoi 4enoBeK B KOMHATY
BOIIIE.

D. B xoMHaTy MOJ0/IOM YEIOBEK

BOMICII.
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In Russian, when an indirect object is
used without a preposition, it is usually in
which case?

A.

accusative
dative
instrumental

prepositional

The sentence below contains grammat-
ical errors. Select the response that
corrects the errors and retains the
original meaning.

B cBs13b ¢ 3a1epKKU CIIEKTAKIIA
aJIMUHHUCTpAIUs U3BUHUIIA TIEpe]
3PUTEIISIMU 32 JOCTABIICHHOE HEy100CTBA.

A.

B ¢BsI3b ¢ 3a[1epIKKH CIICKTAKIIS
aJIMUHUCTPAIUS U3BUHUIIACH TIEpE]
3pUTEIISIMU 32 JIOCTABICHHOE
HEey100CTBO.

B cBs3u ¢ 3a1epKKOM CIIEKTaKIsA
aZIMUHHCTPALMSI W3BUHUIIACH [IEpe
3PUTEISIMU 32 JIOCTaBJICHHbIE
HEeyJ00cTBa

B cBsi3u ¢ 3a1epKKOM CIIEKTAKIIS
AIMUHUCTPAINS U3BUHUIACH TIEpPE]]
3pUTEISIMU 32 JOCTABICHHYIO
HEey100CTBY.

B cBs3b ¢ 3a/1epKKU CIIEKTaKIIA
aJIMUHHUCTPALMSI M3BUHUJIICS TIEPE]
3PUTEISIMU 32 JIOCTaBJICHHOE
HEYy100CTBO.



Russian Subtest I

CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS

For each constructed-response assignment in this section, you are to prepare a written response. The
assignments can be found beginning on the next screen.

Read each assignment carefully before you begin your responses. Think about how you will organize your
responses. You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your
responses. However, your final responses must be either typed into the on-screen response box or written
on the response sheet(s) and scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation.

Instructions for scanning your response sheet(s) are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at
the top of the screen.

Y our responses will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

PURPOSE: the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements

SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE: the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in
the relevant CSET subject matter requirements

SUPPORT: the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET subject
matter requirements

Assignment 11: Relevant Subject Matter Requirements
* Demonstrate an understanding of the nature, purposes, and uses of language.

* Demonstrate an understanding of the development of language and the significance of language change,
including the variations that occur within the contexts of time, place, age, gender, and situation.

* Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of pragmatics, discourse analysis, and the theory of
speech acts.

* Demonstrate an understanding of theories of language acquisition and learning.

Assignments 12 and 13: Relevant Subject Matter Requirements
* Demonstrate an understanding of the phonology of the target language.
* Demonstrate an understanding of the orthography of the target language.
* Demonstrate an understanding of the morphology of the target language.
* Demonstrate an understanding of the syntax of the target language.
* Demonstrate an understanding of the semantics of the target language.
» Describe changes that occur in the target language over time.
* Analyze and contrast linguistic structures of the target language and English.
» Compare and contrast particular words, idioms, and inflections in the target language and English.

The assignments are intended to assess subject matter knowledge and skills, not writing ability. Your responses,
however, must be communicated clearly enough to permit a valid judgment of your knowledge and skills. Your
responses should be written for an audience of educators in the field and may be written in the target language or
English.
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Russian Subtest I

Your responses should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from
some other work. Please write legibly when using response sheets. You may not use any reference materials
during the test. Remember to review your work and make any changes you think will improve your responses.

Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing
time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen
indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or
before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be
scored.
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Russian Subtest I

11.  Complete the exercise that follows.

The study of morphology is an important part of the study of language. Using your knowledge of
linguistics, write a response, in either Russian or English, in which you:

« define morphology; and
* explain two central concepts of morphology (e.g., morpheme, affix, inflectional vs. derivational

morpheme, free vs. bound morpheme, root, stem, allomorph, back formation) and provide one
example of each.
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Russian Subtest I

12.  Complete the exercise that follows.

To demonstrate your understanding of Russian adjectives, write a response, in either Russian or
English, in which you:

* explain one way in which the comparative form (cpaBHuTEeNnBHas cTenens) of an adjective can be
formed in Russian; and

» describe one way in which a comparative adjective may be used in a sentence.

Be sure to give specific examples to support your answer.

California Subject Examinations for Teachers Test Guide 9



Russian Subtest I

13.  Complete the exercise that follows.

To demonstrate your understanding of Russian and English linguistics, write a response, in either
Russian or English, in which you:

» compare the way in which a declarative sentence is negated in Russian and in English; and
* compare the way in which a command is negated in Russian and in English.

Be sure to give specific examples to support your answer.
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Annotated Responses to Sample Multiple-Choice Questions for CSET:
Russian Subtest I

General Linguistics

1. Correct Response: D. (SMR Code: 1.1) Derivational morphology focuses on ways in which
morphemes can be combined in order to form new stems or words. For example, the root noun child can
combine with the adjectival morpheme -ish to become a new adjective, childish. The addition of
derivational morphemes does not always change the syntactic category of a word; for example, the
adjective happy can combine with the prefix un- to form a new adjective, unhappy. Understanding the
principles of a language's derivational morphology aids in understanding how roots and morphemes such
as these can combine to form new words.

2. Correct Response: C. (SMR Code: 1.1) The genetic classification of languages assumes that certain
languages are related because they have evolved from a common ancestral language; for example, French
and Spanish are classified as Romance languages because they can be traced back to a form of Latin used
in the Roman Empire. Sometimes, though, the shared ancestral language is not as easily identifiable, and
then the genetic classification is based on hypothetical reconstructions of the earlier forms of languages.

3. Correct Response: B. (SMR Code: 1.2) In indirect communication, a meaning is expressed that is not
stated in the actual content of the message. In response B, the speaker does not directly answer the
question posed to her; however, by saying that she will not see Geoff before the party, she expresses to her
interlocutor that she will not ask him about it. All of the other responses, on the other hand, contain a
direct response to the request.

4. Correct Response: D. (SMR Code: 1.3) Stephen Krashen's theory of comprehensible input posits that
oral communication skills develop best when language learners are exposed to language structures that are
just beyond their level of comfort within the second language (i.e., at the i + I level, where i represents
the learners' current second-language level).

Linguistics of the Target Language

5. Correct Response: D. (SMR Code: 2.1) The adjectival suffix -osam indicates that an adjective is not
applicable in its full degree; for example, senenwiti refers to something that is fully green, whereas
senenosamuiil refers to something that is not fully green but that is greenish in color. Therefore, response
D is the correct response, as this suffix diminishes the force of an adjective.

6. Correct Response: D. (SMR Code: 2.1) This sentence requires the use of the perfective future tense in
the first two blanks and an imperfective unidirectional imperative in the third blank. Therefore, response
D is the only correct response.

7. Correct Response: B. (SMR Code: 2.1) This sentence requires the choice of the most appropriate set
of paired adverbs. In this case, response B (uem / Tem) contains the adverbial pair that most closely

expresses the intended meaning of the sentence.

8. Correct Response: A. (SMR Code: 2.1) In Russian syntax, new information is placed at the end of a
sentence. Therefore, response A best indicates that "mMomomoit gemoBek" is new information.
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Russian Subtest I

9. Correct Response: B. (SMR Code: 2.1) In Russian, an indirect object used without a preposition is
usually expressed through the use of the dative case.

10. Correct Response: B. (SMR Code: 2.2) Only response B correctly addresses the four errors in the

sentence (CBHBL — CBA3H, 3aJCPKKU —> 3anep>1<1<0171, HW3BHHHJIA — HU3BUHWIACH, AOCTAaBJICHHOC —>
Z[OCTaBJ'IeHHBIC).
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Examples of Strong Responses to Sample Constructed-Response
Questions for CSET: Russian Subtest I

General Linguistics

Question #11 (Score Point 3 Response)

Morphology is the study of the parts of words and how those parts combine. One central
concept of morphology is the difference between a bound and a free morpheme; a bound
morpheme cannot stand on its own, but a free morpheme can. Another central concept of
morphology is the idea of an affix. An affix is a bound morpheme that gets attached to a
word; it can be attached at the beginning or end of a root word. When it is attached to the
beginning of the word, it is called a prefix, and when it is attached to the end of a word, it is
called a suffix. The word unthinkable contains examples of free and bound morphemes and
of affixes. It has a free morpheme (think) and two bound morphemes that are affixes (the

prefix -un and the suffix -able).
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Russian Subtest I

Linguistics of the Target Language

Question #12 (Score Point 3 Response)

B pycckom si3b1ke GOpPMBI CPaBHUTEIBHOM CTETICHN TPUIIaraTelbHBIX MOTYT OBITh
AHATUTUYECKUMH U CUHTeTHYecKkuMU. CHUHTeTHYecKas popma oOpasyercs myTeM mpuOaBIeHUs
cydukcos -ee (eil), -€, -1l1e K OCHOBE MOJIOKUTEIBHON CTETICHH MPHUIIAraTeIbHOTO.

IIpumep HOMEp OJIMH: K OCHOBE IPUJIAraTeIbHOI0 KPacHbIN (TIOJIOKUTENIbHAS CTEIIEHD )

npubasisieM cydduke -ee (i) 1 moydyaeTcsi CpaBHUTEIbHASI CTETICHb KpacHee M KpacHeH

(ymoTtpebistoTcst 00a BapuaHTa).

[Tpumep HOMEp /1Ba: K OCHOBE MPUIIATaTEIbHOTO TUXUH (TIONOKHUTENbHAS CTETICHb) TpUOaBisieM
cydukc -e 1 momydaeTcsi cpaBHUTENbHAS popMa THIlle (31€Ch TaKXKE MPOUCXOIUT YepPEIOBaHNE
COTJIACHBIX X M III).

BaxxHo moMHUTBH, YTO CUHTETHYECKHE (DOPMBI CPAaBHUTEIBHON CTETIEHU MTPUJIaraTeIbHbIX HE
M3MEHSIOTCS 110 PO/aM, YHCIIaM U MajeKaMm.

IIpumep:

ATOT JAOM KpacuBee (MYKCKOU poJi, €TMHCTBEHHOE YHCIIO)

JTa KapTUHA KpacuBee (KECHCKHUM pOJI, €TUHCTBEHHOE YUCIIO)

9TH JIIOAM KPaCHUBEC (MHO)KGCTBGHHOG III/ICJ'IO)

B npennoxxeHusix cpaBHUTENbHAsA (popMa NMpuiiaraTeIbHOr0 YnoTpeoIseTcs,4To0bI IOKa3aTh,
YTO KayeCTBO MPUCYIIE XapaKTepU3yeMoMy IpeaIMeTy B OOJIbIIEH CTEIEHH, YEM JIPYTOMY.

HaHpHMep: Ha HaIlICH YIUIEe JOMa BEIIIC, UEM HA COCEJIHEH VIIMIIE.
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Russian Subtest I

Question #13 (Score Point 3 Response)

O0pa3oBaHue OTpULIATETFHON (POPMBI B AHTJIMHCKOM U PYyCCKOM SI3BIKAX PE3KO OTINYAETCSI.
B anrnuiickom si3pike oTpunatenbHas hopMa npeaioxKeHus: 00pa3yercst Ipy MOMOIIH
oTpuIaTeNbHOM PopMmbl rarosia «to do», KOTOPHIH B JaHHOM ciiydae GyHKIIMOHUPYET KaKk
BCIIOMOTaTeNbHbIH rnaroi. OtpunarensHas Gopma riarojia «to do» cTaBUTCS Mepea CMBICIIOBBIM
IJIaroJIOM MPEIIOKEHUS.

Hampumep: «He doesn't know this girl.»

AHa0ru4HO GOPMUPYETCS U MOBEIUTEIHLHOE HAKJIOHEHNE B aHTTTUICKOM SI3BIKE:

Hanpumep: «Don't go there!»

B pycckom s3b1ke oTpuniaTensHas popMa HOBECTBOBATEIBHOTO MPEIOKEHUsT 00pa3yercs
C TIOMOIIIbIO OTPULIATEIBHON YaCTULIBI HE, KOTOpAasi CTABUTCS MEPEl TEM CIIOBOM, KOTOPOE
OTPHULIAETCS, YTO Ta€T BO3MOYKHOCTh OTPULIAThH Pa3IudHble YacTH npeanoxenus. [lonoxurensHoe
MpeaIoKeHNE «ITOT MAJIbYUK UJET B IIKOIY» MOKET UMETh CIEAYIOIINE BapHAHThI
OTpUIATENLHON (POPMBIL: «ITOT MATBUUK HE UAET B IIKOIY, DTO HE MATb4YHK HJIET B IIKOJY; STOT
MaJbYUK UIET HE B IIKOJTY.»

Eme oqHO pasnnune Mexay pyCCKUM U aHIJIMMCKUM S3bIKAMU COCTOUT B TOM, YTO B PYCCKOM
A3BbIKE YIOTPEOIseTCs IBOHHOE OTpUIIaHUE (YACTHIIA HE B COUYETAHUH C OTPUIATEIILHBIM CIIOBOM:
«3TOT MaJb4YMK HUKOTJA HE XOJMT B IIKOJY»), B TO BpeMsI KaK B aHTJIMHCKOM JIBOMHOE OTPULIAHUE
HEBO3MOKHO.

[ToBenuTenbHOE HAKJIOHEHUE B PYCCKOM SI3bIKE (POPMUPYETCS TAKKE MPHU MOMOIIN
OTPULIATENILHON YAaCTHILIBI HE, OT MOJIOKEHUS KOTOPOU 3aBUCUT CMBICI OTPHULIATEIbHOW KOMAaH/IbI.
«IToit!» ctanoButcs «He moii!», HO Takke Bo3MokHa kKoMaH 1a «I1oil He rpyCTHYIO MECHIO, a

BECeNyIo!»
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Scoring Information for CSET: Russian Subtest I

Responses to the multiple-choice questions are scored electronically. Scores are based on the number of
questions answered correctly. There is no penalty for guessing.

There are three constructed-response questions in Subtest I of CSET: Russian. Each of these constructed-
response questions is designed so that a response can be completed within a short amount of time—
approximately 10-15 minutes. Responses to the constructed-response questions are scored by qualified
California educators using focused holistic scoring. Scorers will judge the overall effectiveness of your
responses while focusing on the performance characteristics that have been identified as important for this
subtest (see below). Each response will be assigned a score based on an approved scoring scale (see page 17).

Your performance on the subtest will be evaluated against a standard determined by the Commission on Teacher
Credentialing based on professional judgments and recommendations of California educators.
Performance Characteristics for CSET: Russian Subtest I

The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses to the constructed-response
questions on CSET: Russian Subtest I.

PURPOSE The extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's
charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements.

SUBJECT MATTER | The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant
KNOWLEDGE CSET subject matter requirements.

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant
CSET subject matter requirements.

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for General Linguistics
* Demonstrate an understanding of the nature, purposes, and uses of language.

* Demonstrate an understanding of the development of language and the significance of language change,
including the variations that occur within the contexts of time, place, age, gender, and situation.

* Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of pragmatics, discourse analysis, and the theory of
speech acts.

» Demonstrate an understanding of theories of language acquisition and learning.

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Linguistics of the Target Language
* Demonstrate an understanding of the phonology of the target language.
* Demonstrate an understanding of the orthography of the target language.
» Demonstrate an understanding of the morphology of the target language.
* Demonstrate an understanding of the syntax of the target language.
* Demonstrate an understanding of the semantics of the target language.
» Describe changes that occur in the target language over time.
* Analyze and contrast linguistic structures of the target language and English.

» Compare and contrast particular words, idioms, and inflections in the target language and English.
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Russian Subtest I

Scoring Scale for CSET: Russian Subtest I

Scores will be assigned to each response to the constructed-response questions on CSET: Russian Subtest I
according to the following scoring scale.

SCORE

POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION

The "3" response reflects a command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined in the
CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages.

3 * The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved.
» There is an accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
» There is appropriate and specific relevant supporting evidence.

The "2" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages.

2 » The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved.
» There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
* There is acceptable relevant supporting evidence.

The "1" response reflects a limited or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills as
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages.

1 * The purpose of the assignment is only partially or not achieved.
* There is limited or no application of relevant subject matter knowledge.
* There is little or no relevant supporting evidence.

The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, illegible,
U not in the target language or English, or does not contain a sufficient amount of original
work to score.

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank.
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