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Sample Test Questions for CSET: Armenian Subtest I 
 
 
Below is a set of questions that are similar to the questions you will see on Subtest I of CSET: Armenian.  You 
are encouraged to respond to the questions without looking at the responses provided in the next section.  
Record your responses on a sheet of paper and compare them with the provided responses. 

Please note that all texts in both Eastern and Western Armenian are presented using classical orthography.  The 
only exception to this rule occurs in the Linguistics of the Target Language: Transformation and Error Analysis 
exercise, which contains two sentences written in the new orthography that you will be asked to rewrite using 
classical orthography. 
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General Directions 
 
This test consists of constructed-response assignments that require written responses.  Directions for the 
constructed-response assignments appear immediately before each assignment. 
 
You may work on the constructed-response assignments in any order that you choose, and you may go back and 
review your answers at any time during the testing session.  However, be sure to allocate your time carefully so 
you are able to complete the entire test within the testing session.   
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS: 
ASSIGNMENTS 1, 2, AND 3 

 
For each constructed-response assignment in this section, you are to prepare a written response on the assigned 
topic.  The assignments can be found beginning on the next screen. 
 
Your responses may be written in either English or the target language.   If you choose to respond in 
English, type your response in the response box presented on-screen.  If you choose to respond in the target 
language, your final response must be written on the Response Sheets provided.  Please label your response 
sheets (1 per assignment) with the appropriate Assignment number (e.g., “Assignment 1,” “Assignment 2,” or 
“Assignment 3”).  All response sheets must be scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation. 
 
Instructions for scanning your Response Sheet are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at 
the top of the screen. 
 
Read each assignment carefully before you respond.  Think about how you will organize your responses.  You 
may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your responses.  
However, your final response to each assignment must be typed into the on-screen response box OR 
written on a response sheet and scanned using the scanner provided. 
 
Your responses will be evaluated based on the following criteria.   
 
PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in 
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in 
the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET subject 
matter requirements 
 

Assignment 1:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the nature, purposes, and uses of language.  
• Demonstrate an understanding of the development of language and the significance of language change, 

including the variations that occur within the contexts of time, place, age, gender, and situation. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of pragmatics, discourse analysis, and the theory of speech 

acts.  
• Demonstrate an understanding of theories of language acquisition and learning. 

 

Assignment 2:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the phonology of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the orthography of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the morphology of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the syntax of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the semantics of the target language. 
• Describe changes that occur in the target language over time. 
• Analyze and contrast linguistic structures of the target language and English. 
• Compare and contrast particular words, idioms, and inflections in the target language and English. 
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Assignment 3:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of pragmatic and sociolinguistic features of target-language discourse. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the origins and social implications of accentual and dialectal differences 

within the target language. 
• Describe the differences among the varieties of the target language and the factors that account for these 

differences. 
 
The assignments are intended to assess subject matter knowledge and skills, not writing ability.  Your responses, 
however, must be communicated clearly enough to permit a valid judgment of your knowledge and skills.  Your 
responses should be written for an audience of educators in the field and may be written in the target language or 
English. 
 
Your responses should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from 
some other work.  Please write legibly when using response sheets.  You may not use any reference materials 
during the test.  Remember to review your work and make any changes you think will improve your responses. 
 
Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing 
time.  Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or 
before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be 
scored. 
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 1. Complete the exercise that follows. 

 
The study of morphology is an important part of the study of language.  Using your knowledge of 
linguistics, write a response, in either Armenian or English, in which you: 
 
• define morphology; and 
 
• explain two central concepts of morphology (e.g., morpheme, affix, inflectional vs. derivational 

morpheme, free vs. bound morpheme, root, stem, allomorph, back formation). 
 
If you choose to respond in Armenian, you may respond in either Eastern Armenian or Western 
Armenian.  Within your response, however, you must write consistently in either Eastern Armenian or 
Western Armenian. 
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 2. Complete the exercise that follows. 

 
To demonstrate your understanding of the linguistic structures of Armenian and English, write a 
response, in either Armenian or English, in which you compare the use of postpositions in Armenian 
with the use of prepositions in English.  Give specific examples in Armenian and English to support 
your response. 
 
You may give Armenian examples in either Eastern Armenian or Western Armenian. 
 
If you choose to respond in Armenian, you may respond in either Eastern Armenian or Western 
Armenian.  Within your response, however, you must write consistently in either Eastern Armenian or 
Western Armenian. 
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 3. Use the information below to complete the exercise that follows. 

 
  One neighbor is congratulating another neighbor in Armenian on the birth of her first child and is 

presenting her with a gift for the child. 
 
  Write a response, in either Armenian or English, in which you: 
 

• identify the sociolinguistic factors that would influence this conversation; and 
 

• discuss how these factors would likely affect the conversation, providing examples to support your 
statements.  

 
  If you choose to respond in Armenian, you may respond in either Eastern Armenian or Western 

Armenian.  Within your response, however, you must write consistently in either Eastern Armenian or 
Western Armenian. 
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS:   
ASSIGNMENT 4 

 
For Assignment 4, you are to prepare a written response for each exercise in Parts I, II, and III.   
All parts are presented on the next screen.  Directions are provided before each part.  Write your responses to the 
exercise on the Response Sheets provided to you.  Before you continue, please do the following: 
 
1.  Label one (1) response sheet “Part I (A–C)” 
2.  Label one (1) response sheet “Part II (D–F)” 
3.  Label one (1) response sheet “Part III (G–H)” 
 
Your final responses must be scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation.  Instructions for 
scanning your Response Sheets are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at the top of the 
screen. 
 
Read each exercise carefully before you respond.  Think about how you will organize your responses.  You may 
use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your responses.  Be sure to 
write your response to each part on the correct Response Sheet. 
 
Your responses to the exercises will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria. 
 

• SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as 
described in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements  

 

Assignment 4:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the orthography of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the morphology of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the syntax of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the semantics of the target language. 
• Identify, analyze, and correct grammatical and mechanical errors in the target language. 

 
The assignments are intended to assess subject matter knowledge and skills, not writing ability.  Your responses, 
however, must be communicated clearly enough to permit a valid judgment of your knowledge and skills. 
 
Please write legibly when using response sheets.  You may not use any reference materials during the test.  
Remember to review your work and make any changes you think will improve your responses. 
 
Any time spent responding to this exercise, including scanning the response sheets, is part of your testing time.  
Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or 
before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be 
scored. 
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4. PART I 

 
  Rewrite each sentence below, transforming it according to the directions given.  Your responses 

must be written in Eastern Armenian or Western Armenian as directed. 
 
A. Rewrite the sentence below, transforming it from direct discourse to indirect discourse.  Your 

response must be written in Eastern Armenian. 
 
 A,agyrdu ov,axa/ tasaran mdav yv asax7 8Janabarhin arga/ ovnyxank5 yv ys 

a3t badja-ow ov,axa391 
 
 
B. Combine the two sentences below, maintaining the meaning of the original sentences.  Your 

response must be written in Western Armenian. 
 
 A3nka4n 3ocna/ ym1 Pa3x bdo3di bidi yr;am1 
 
 
C. Rewrite the sentence below, changing it from past tense to future tense.  Your response must 

be written in Western Armenian. 
 
 A,qadanki =amovn nyrs mda3 yv a[k nydyxi ba,d0nyanyrovn wra31 
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PART II 

 
Rewrite each sentence below, correcting all errors while retaining the original meaning.  Your 
responses must be written in Eastern Armenian or Western Armenian as directed. 
 
D. Your correction of the sentence below must be written in Eastern Armenian. 
 
 A,qadanku wyr]axnylovx 3ydo35 polort tovrs ygank yv ys tov-u ‘agyx1 
 
 
E. Your correction of the sentence below must be written in Eastern Armenian. 
 
 Nor lyzov soworylis5 pa-arani cor/a/ov;ivn ,ad anhra=y,d1 
 
 
F. Your correction of the sentence below must be written in Western Armenian. 
 
 Yreg ys hantibyxav martov mu5 or ‘ov-en hax gu cnym yv g\ovdym1 
 

 

PART III 

 
Rewrite each sentence below using classical orthography.  Your responses must be written in 
Eastern Armenian or Western Armenian as needed.  
 
G. Hasmigu pari ov azniw a.]ig mun e1 An sirwa/ e ir polorparygamnyrov go.my1 
 
 
H. Awon Yryvanix wyrata-nalovx i wyr ha3yryn qosylov a-i; [yr ovnyxyl1 
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS:   
ASSIGNMENTS 5 AND 6 

 
For each constructed-response assignment in this section of the test, you are to prepare a written response on the 
assigned topic. 
 
Your responses may be written in either English or the target language.  If you choose to respond in 
English, type your response in the response box presented on-screen.  If you choose to respond in the target 
language, your final response must be written on the Response Sheets provided.  Please label your response 
sheets (2 per assignment) with the appropriate Assignment number (e.g., “Assignment 5” or “Assignment 6”).  
All response sheets must be scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation.   
Instructions for scanning your Response Sheets are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at 
the top of the screen. 
 
Read each assignment carefully before you respond.  Think about how you will organize your responses.  You 
may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your responses.  
However, your final response to each assignment must be typed into the on-screen response box OR 
written on the response sheets and scanned using the scanner provided. 
 
Your responses will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria. 
 
PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in 
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as 
described in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET 
subject matter requirements 
 
DEPTH AND BREADTH OF UNDERSTANDING:  the degree to which the response demonstrates 
understanding of the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 

Assignment 5:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of major movements, genres, writers, and works in the literature of the 
target language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the historical, social, and cultural influences on works of literature 
in the target language. 

• Use knowledge of the literary and cultural traditions of the target culture to interpret changes in that 
culture over time. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which literary and intellectual works and movements of 
cultures associated with the target language both reflected and shaped those cultures. 

• Analyze and interpret a wide range of literary and cultural texts. 
• Evaluate the use of language to convey meaning, to inform, to persuade, or to evoke reader response. 
• Analyze the elements of literary works. 
• Interpret the use of rhetorical and literary techniques. 
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Assignment 6:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how all of the cultural perspectives within nations and cultures 
associated with the target language interact to influence the development and evolution of the target 
cultures. 

• Demonstrate familiarity with how the major physical and other geographical features of countries and 
cultures associated with the target language have influenced the cultures' development and evolution. 

• Analyze how political factors have influenced the development and evolution of cultures associated 
with the target language, including the interrelationship between geography and political systems. 

• Demonstrate familiarity with significant individuals, key eras, and major historical events and 
developments within nations and cultures associated with the target language, and analyze their 
influence on the development and evolution of the target cultures. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how the political, religious, social, economic, and educational 
systems and institutions in nations and cultures associated with the target language have been shaped 
by and have influenced the development and evolution of the target cultures. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how cultural practices exemplify cultural perspectives. 
• Analyze cultural stereotypes and their effects on the perceptions of and attitudes toward the target 

cultures. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of how the products of a target culture exemplify cultural perspectives. 

 
The assignments are intended to assess subject matter knowledge and skills, not writing ability.  Your responses, 
however, must be communicated clearly enough to permit a valid judgment of your knowledge and skills.  Your 
responses should be written for an audience of educators in the field and may be written in the target language or 
English. 
 
Your responses should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from 
some other work.  Please write legibly when using response sheets.  You may not use any reference materials 
during the test.  Remember to review your work and make any changes you think will improve your responses. 
 
Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing 
time.  Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or 
before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be 
scored. 
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 5. Read the passage below by Hagop Baronian (1843–1891); then complete the exercise that follows. 

 
Asdova/nyrov cyraco3n =o.owo3n adynabyd osgyri[ asdova/n5 =o.owo3n go.me 

naqabes drova/ oro,man hama2a3n5 i nisd gu hravire =o.owagannyrn5 undrylov hamar 
irynx krmabydu1 

A3s hraverin wra3 asdova/nyrn5 or yrgov5 yryk5 [ors govsagxov;yanx pa=anova/ 
ein5 anmi]abes gu zinovin byrjaq0sov;yamp5 dramapanov;yamp5 badmagan 
imasdasirov;yamp5 pnagan cidov;yamp5 ki[ m\al sdaq0sov;yamp5 zrbardov;yamp5 
p/aqntrov;yamp yv imasdagov;yamp5 yv gu badrasdovin =o.owady.in yr;al hydyvyal 
0rn5 yv ivrakan[ivr govsagxov;ivnn cowyl hon ivr undrylin yv barsavyl ov zrbardyl 
ovri,nyrov undrylinyrn5 usd qorhrtaranagan hnavant soworov;yan1 

Yv aha no3n yrygo3n ges ba,d0nagan azt mu gam ka-ort ba,d0nagan /anovxovm 
mu gu 3a3darare ;e in[6in[ badja-nyrov hamar 3yda2cova/ e nisdn1 

Asdova/nyrov me] =o.ownyrn mi,d in[6in[ badja-nyrov hamar gu paxovin5 gu 
coxovin yv gu 3yda2covin yv a3s ani/yal in[6in[ badja-nyr mi,d ca.dni gu mnan qy.j 
mahganaxovax1 A3s /anovxovmn my/ iraranxovm gu badja-e =o.owaganax1 Ivrakan[ivr 
govsagxov;ivn iryn hamar tav mu gu ngade a3s /anovxovmn zor hnara/ e5 g\use5 mivs 
govsagxov;ivnn5 orbeszi myz govsagix =o.owagannyrn paxaga3 mnan =o.owen yv inkn 
krmabyd under ivr ovza/ kovrmn1 

 
  Using your knowledge of literature, write a response, in either Armenian or English, in which you: 
 

• summarize the passage; 
 
• analyze how the author creates the tone of the passage; and 
 
• discuss one significant contribution that Hagop Baronian made to Armenian literature and culture. 
 
If you choose to respond in Armenian, you may respond in either Eastern Armenian or Western 
Armenian.  Within your response, however, you must write consistently in either Eastern Armenian or 
Western Armenian. 
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 6. Complete the exercise that follows. 

 
  Using your knowledge of Armenian culture and history, write a response, in either Armenian or English, 

in which you discuss the origin and significance of the Armenian alphabet.  In your response, you may 
wish to include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 

 
• a description of the creation of the Armenian alphabet; 

 
• a discussion of one way in which the creation of the Armenian alphabet influenced the development 

of Armenian culture and identity; 
 

• an analysis of one way in which the importance of the Armenian alphabet is reflected in the 
practices or products of contemporary Armenian culture. 

 
  In discussing Armenian culture, you may address culture both in Armenia and in the Diaspora.  Be sure 

to give specific examples to support your claims. 
 
  If you choose to respond in Armenian, you may respond in either Eastern Armenian or Western 

Armenian.  Within your response, however, you must write consistently in either Eastern Armenian or 
Western Armenian.  
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Examples of Strong Responses to Sample Constructed-Response 
Questions for CSET: Armenian Subtest I 

 
 

General Linguistics 

Question #1 (Score Point 3 Response) 
 
 

Morphology is the study of the parts of words and how those parts combine.  One central 

concept of morphology is the difference between a bound and a free morpheme; a bound 

morpheme cannot stand on its own, but a free morpheme can.  Another central concept of 

morphology is the idea of an affix.  An affix is a bound morpheme that gets attached to a 

word; it can be attached at the beginning or end of a root word.  When it is attached to the 

beginning of the word, it is called a prefix, and when it is attached to the end of a word, it is 

called a suffix.  The word unthinkable contains examples of free and bound morphemes and 

of affixes.  It has a free morpheme (think) and two bound morphemes that are affixes (the 

prefix un– and the suffix –able). 
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Linguistics of the Target Language 

Question #2 (Score Point 3 Response) 
 

 

Prepositions in English, which occur preceding the nouns they modify, and postpositions in 

Western Armenian, which occur following the nouns they modify, both assign a semantic 

function to the nouns they modify.  For example, both languages use these constructions to 

express concepts such as specifying location. 

Western Armenian postposition "location + on" Ma3rs ja,u sy.anin wra3 trav1  

English preposition "on + location"  My mother put the meal on the table. 

Western Armenian also has prepositions in a few cases, so both English and Western 

Armenian would both have prepositions for certain instances, such as expressing the concept 

"until."  

Western Armenian preposition  "until + time"   min[yv wyr] 

 "toward + noun" tebi 3a.;anag 

English preposition "until + time"  until the end 

 "toward + noun" toward victory 

Both languages also require the nouns in both prepositional or postpositional phrases  

to be inflected for case.  In English, the case assigned in prepositional phrases is always 

accusative: "to him," "near her."  In Western Armenian, postpositions assign one of three 

cases: genitive, dative, or ablative.  The following three postpositions require the cases 

indicated on the nouns that precede them.   

genitive (im) masis* about (me) (The postposition is masin. But, because of im, 

which is in genitive case, in Western version, n 

should be replaced by possessive suffix s.  If 

the preceding is a noun, then there should be n  

instead of s.) 

 
continued on next page 
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Question #2 (Score Point 3 Response) continued 
 

dative (sy.ani mu) m0d  next to (a table)--indefinite 

 (sy.anin) m0d  next to (the table)--definite 

 (knanalov) adyn  during (sleeping) 

ablative (avardyle) ydk after (graduation) 

 
 
Question #3 (Score Point 3 Response) 
 

Yrgov haryvannyri mi]yv dy.i ovnyxa/ q0sagxov;ivnu xo3x e dalis5 or nrank 

aryvylaha3 yn5 hamarya hasagagix yn5 pa3x a3xylov haryvanu mi ki[ avyli daryx 

e5 mi]in qavin yn badganovm yv ha3yxi gr;ov;ivn ovnyn1 

Wyru n,ova/ ungyra3in ov lyzova3in aztagnyri a-ga3ov;yamp5 nrank q0sovm yn 

o[6cragan5 q0sagxagan lyzovow5 0rinag` es yv o[ a3s gam herow6merow yv o[ 

ha3row6ma3row5 pa3x o[ parpa-ow7 nrank irarov timovm yn yzagi yv o[ 3ocnagi5 pa3x 

mi ki[ dariki darpyrov;yan pyrovmow5 Wartanov,u anovnow [i timovm a3l ko3rig e 

gan[ovm haryvanin7 nranx q0sagxov;yan me] ,ad yn =o.owrtagan tar2ova/knyru5 

0rinag` qyrow6parow5 pala777 
 
 
Question #4 (Score Point 3 Response) 
 

A. A,agyrdu ov,axa/ tasaran mdav yv asax5 or janabarhin arga/ yn ovnyxyl5 yv 

inku a3t badja-ow e ov,axyl1 

B. A3nka4n 3ocna/ ym5 pa3x bdo3di bidi yr;am1 

C. A,qadanki =amovn nyrs bidi mdnym yv a[k (bidi) nydym ba,d0nyanyrovn wra31 

D. A,qadanku wyr]axnylovx 3ydo35 polors tovrs ygank yv ys tov-u ‘agyxi1 

E. Nor lyzov soworylis5 pa-arani cor/a/ov;ivnu ,ad anhra=y,d e1 

F. Yreg ys hantibyxa3 martov mu5 or ‘ov-en hax gu cner yv g\ovder1 

G. #asmigu pari ov azniv a.]ig mun e1 An sirova/ e ir polor parygamnyrovn go.me1  

H. Avon (Av0n) Yryvanix wyrata-nalovx i wyr ha3yren q0sylov a-i; [er ovnyxyl1 
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Literary and Cultural Texts and Traditions 

Question #5 (Score Point 4 Response) 
 
 

This passage, which is a satire of the Armenian establishment and government 

bureaucracy, can be summarized as follows:  Gods who are members of various parties are 

invited to an assembly to choose a leader, but soon learn more or less officially that the 

assembly has been postponed for unknown reasons.  As each of the parties starts suspecting 

the others of conspiring against them, it becomes obvious that they will never get around to 

deal with any more important matters. 

Baronian creates a comical and satirical tone throughout this passage.   He establishes 

this tone in part by using an exaggerated version of bureaucratic language.  He also 

establishes this tone with the antithesis describing the various attributes with which the 

Gods (i.e., the members of the Armenian establishment) will be "armed" to attend the 

assembly.  In two lines the respectable portraits of the Gods who want to look eloquent, 

profound, and knowledgeable are turned into caricatures in which less flattering traits such 

as corruption, shallowness, and grandiloquence stand out.  The third paragraph continues to 

satirize bureaucracy by flaunting the absurd and murky procedures that characterize this 

type of administration.  Typical of an unaccountable bureaucracy, the "reasons" for 

postponing the meeting are never mentioned.  The author plays with the universal adage, 

"God works in mysterious ways."  In this case, however, in a satirical play on words, the 

mysterious ways become "cursed" because they plague the whole functioning of the 

administration.  By evoking "the miserable human beings," the author sharpens his criticism 

of this bureaucracy whose selfish members mostly care about themselves and protecting 

their position, and whose real victims are ultimately the ordinary Armenian people.  

When it came to denouncing the Armenian intelligentsia's lack of dedication to ordinary 

Armenian people, Hagop Baronian never missed an occasion to put his natural comic talent to 

good use.  While Armenia was under the Ottoman Empire's rule during his life, Baronian was  

 
continued on next page 
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Question #5 (Score Point 4 Response) continued 
 
 

openly dedicated to the Armenian national cause.  This dedication caused him to be the victim 

of much persecution both from the Ottoman government as well as some Armenians in the 

leadership.  Never compromising in his criticism of politics, economic institutions, social 

hypocrisy, corruption, and immorality, his only goal was to raise the consciousness of the 

Armenian people.  He never indulged in the idealized and romanticized literary accounts of 

Armenian history  -- very popular during the second half of the nineteenth century -- which 

could have helped stabilize his disastrous financial situation.  As a writer, one of Baronian's 

main concerns was the modernization of Western Armenian literary language.  He wanted the 

Armenian language to become a means of communication accessible to all.  Because of his 

ongoing battle with the establishment, Hagop Baronian never saw any of his plays staged 

during his lifetime.  He became very famous after his death as Armenia's greatest satirical 

author.  Some of his works have made into films quite recently.  Baronian's novels and plays 

still resonate with readers and viewers today because he always developed strong universal 

themes. 

 
 

Cultural Analysis and Comparisons 

Question #6 (Score Point 4 Response) 
 
 

During the early years of Armenia's Christianization, there was an increasing need for a 

Bible written in a language that all the Armenian people could understand.  Until the early  

5th century, there was no official Armenian alphabet, so, in order to translate the Bible, 

Mesrop Mashtots invented the Armenian alphabet.   Since Greek and Pahlavi were the written 

languages used in Armenia at that point in time, the original alphabet showed the influence  

of the alphabets of these two languages.  The Armenian alphabet had 36 letters and was 

composed as a prayer, beginning with "A" as "Astvats" (God) and ending with "K" as "K'ristos" 

 
continued on next page 
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Question #6 (Score Point 4 Response) continued 
 
 

(Christ).  Once the alphabet was completed, Mesrop Mashtots and his disciples created the 

written (literary) classical form of the Armenian language, or "grabar," and set out to 

translate the Bible.  Mesrop Mashtots has since been elevated to sainthood and is known by 

Armenians as St. Mesrop.   

While the Armenian Church was gathering strength and becoming more unified due to the 

creation of the alphabet, Armenia's political unity was threatened by its neighbors.  The 

Armenians realized then that cultural unity would be their strongest means of survival as a 

people.  Equipped with their newly created alphabet, Armenian scholars set out to translate 

religious and philosophical works, create their own literature and sciences, write down their 

history, and develop scholarly institutions.  Even as the kingdom was disintegrating, its 

church and its literature enjoyed a golden age.  Soon, as Armenians became educated in 

reading and writing their own language, the Armenian written form entered the political 

stage, where it could be used as a means of national recognition and resistance, to circulate 

political messages and proclamations between Armenians living under different political 

regimes.  Having their own alphabet gave the Armenians their own national written 

expression; this means of expression ultimately allowed them to emancipate themselves 

culturally and politically from their powerful neighbors. 

Nowadays, the particular script and rich thriving literature of Armenia remain a unifying 

force for Armenian communities all around the world.  The alphabet is the same as it was in 

the early fifth century, although it now includes two new letters that were added along the 

way.  Still a major symbol of Armenian cultural identity, the Armenian alphabet has provided 

over the years a strong protection against assimilation by occupiers as powerful as the 

Persians, the Turks, and the Soviets.  Armenian people are very proud of their alphabet, 

which they consider sacred.  Armenian families often display an Armenian alphabet on their 

wall at home.  One of the most precious treasures of Armenia is a large alphabet made of the 

gold and precious stones that was sent to Armenia by Diaspora Armenians. 
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Scoring Information for CSET: Armenian Subtest I 
 
 
Because the questions on CSET: Armenian Subtest I are of two types—one type requiring a short (focused) 
response taking approximately 10 minutes to complete, and another type requiring an extended response taking 
approximately 40 minutes to complete—two sets of performance characteristics and two scoring scales will be 
used to score responses to the questions.  Responses to the Linguistics of the Target Language: Transformation 
and Error Analysis constructed-response questions are scored by qualified California educators.  Responses to 
the General Linguistics and remaining Linguistics of the Target Language questions are scored by qualified 
California educators using focused holistic scoring.  Scorers will judge the overall effectiveness of your 
responses while focusing on the performance characteristics that have been identified as important for this 
subtest (see below and pages 22–24).  Each response will be assigned a score based on an approved scoring 
scale (see pages 22, 23, and 25). 
 
Your performance on the subtest will be evaluated against a standard determined by the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing based on professional judgments and recommendations of California educators. 
 
 

Performance Characteristics and Scoring Scales for CSET: Armenian Subtest I 

A.  SHORT (FOCUSED)-RESPONSE QUESTIONS (except Linguistics of the Target Language: 
Transformation and Error Analysis) 
 
Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses 
to the General Linguistics and Linguistics of the Target Language questions (except Linguistics of the Target 
Language: Transformation and Error Analysis) on CSET: Armenian Subtest I. 
 

PURPOSE The extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's 
charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUBJECT MATTER 
KNOWLEDGE 

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for General Linguistics 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the nature, purposes, and uses of language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the development of language and the significance of language 
change, including the variations that occur within the contexts of time, place, age, gender, and situation. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of pragmatics, discourse analysis, and the theory of 
speech acts. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of theories of language acquisition and learning. 
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Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Linguistics of the Target Language 
(Language Structures and Contrastive Analysis) 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the phonology of the target language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the orthography of the target language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the morphology of the target language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the syntax of the target language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the semantics of the target language. 

• Describe changes that occur in the target language over time. 

• Analyze and contrast linguistic structures of the target language and English. 

• Compare and contrast particular words, idioms, and inflections in the target language and English. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Linguistics of the Target Language 
(Sociolinguistics and Pragmatics) 

• Demonstrate an understanding of pragmatic and sociolinguistic features of target-language discourse. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the origins and social implications of accentual and dialectal 
differences within the target language. 

• Describe the differences among the varieties of the target language and the factors that account for 
these differences. 

 
Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to each response to the General Linguistics and Linguistics of the Target 
Language questions (except Linguistics of the Target Language: Transformation and Error Analysis) on CSET: 
Armenian Subtest I according to the following scoring scale. 

SCORE 

POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION 

3 

The "3" response reflects a command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined in 
the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved. 
• There is an accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is appropriate and specific relevant supporting evidence. 

2 

The "2" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved. 
• There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is acceptable relevant supporting evidence. 

1 

The "1" response reflects a limited or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills 
as defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is only partially or not achieved. 
• There is limited or no application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is little or no relevant supporting evidence. 

U 
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, 
illegible, not in the target language or specified form or orthography of the target 
language or English, or does not contain a sufficient amount of original work to score. 

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank. 
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B.  LINGUISTICS OF THE TARGET LANGUAGE: GRAMMATICAL TRANSFORMATION, ERROR 
ANALYSIS, AND ORTHOGRAPHIC TRANSFORMATION 
 
Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristic will guide the scoring of responses  
to the Linguistics of the Target Language: Grammatical Transformation, Error Analysis, and Orthographic 
Transformation questions on CSET: Armenian Subtest I. 
 

SUBJECT MATTER 
KNOWLEDGE 

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Linguistics of the Target Language 
(Grammatical Transformation, Error Analysis, and Orthographic Transformation) 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the orthography of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the morphology of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the syntax of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the semantics of the target language. 
• Identify, analyze, and correct grammatical and mechanical errors in the target language. 

 

Grammatical Transformation 

For these tasks, a "Correct" response is described by the following: 

The candidate's response correctly transforms the sentence as instructed, i.e., the response follows all 
applicable grammatical rules of the target language and accurately supplies a transformed word, phrase,  
or clause construction as directed. 

Error Analysis 

For these tasks, a "Correct" response is described by the following: 

The candidate's response acceptably corrects the syntactic or linguistic error(s) found in the sentence, i.e.,  
the response has located and corrected the error(s) of language structure found within the sentence and has 
retained the original meaning. 

Orthographic Transformation 

For these tasks, a "Correct" response is described by the following: 

The candidate's response correctly rewrites the sentence using classical orthography. 

 
Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to the Linguistics of the Target Language: Grammatical Transformation, 
Error Analysis, and Orthographic Transformation questions on CSET: Armenian Subtest I as a composite score 
according to the following scoring scale. 
 

SCORE 

POINT 
SCORE POINT 

DESCRIPTION 

3 7–8 tasks correct 

2 4–6 tasks correct 

1 0–3 tasks correct 
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C.  EXTENDED-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 
 

Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses 
to the extended-response questions on CSET: Armenian Subtest I. 
 

PURPOSE The extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response 
assignment's charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUBJECT MATTER 
KNOWLEDGE 

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the 
relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to 
relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

DEPTH AND BREADTH 
OF UNDERSTANDING 

The degree to which the response demonstrates understanding of the relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Literary and Cultural Texts and Traditions 

• Demonstrate an understanding of major movements, genres, writers, and works in the literature of the 
target language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the historical, social, and cultural influences on works of literature in 
the target language. 

• Use knowledge of the literary and cultural traditions of the target culture to interpret changes in that 
culture over time. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which literary and intellectual works and movements of 
cultures associated with the target language both reflected and shaped those cultures. 

• Analyze and interpret a wide range of literary and cultural texts. 
• Evaluate the use of language to convey meaning, to inform, to persuade, or to evoke reader response. 
• Analyze the elements of literary works. 
• Interpret the use of rhetorical and literary techniques. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Cultural Analysis and Comparisons 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how all of the cultural perspectives within nations and cultures 
associated with the target language interact to influence the development and evolution of the target 
cultures. 

• Demonstrate familiarity with how the major physical and other geographical features of countries and 
cultures associated with the target language have influenced the cultures' development and evolution. 

• Analyze how political factors have influenced the development and evolution of cultures associated 
with the target language, including the relationship between geography and political systems. 

• Demonstrate familiarity with significant individuals, key eras, and major historical events and 
developments within nations and cultures associated with the target language, and analyze their 
influence on the development and evolution of the target cultures. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how the political, religious, social, economic, and educational systems 
and institutions in nations and cultures associated with the target language have been shaped by and 
have influenced the development and evolution of the target cultures. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how cultural practices exemplify cultural perspectives. 

• Analyze cultural stereotypes and their effects on the perceptions of and attitudes toward the target 
cultures. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how the products of a target culture exemplify cultural perspectives. 
 



Armenian Subtest I 
 

California Subject Examinations for Teachers Test Guide 25 

 
Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to each response to the extended-response questions on CSET: 
Armenian Subtest I according to the following scoring scale. 
 

SCORE 

POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION 

4 

The "4" response reflects a thorough command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved. 

• There is a substantial and accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is sound; there are high-quality, relevant examples. 

• The response reflects a comprehensive understanding of the assignment. 

3 

The "3" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved. 

• There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is adequate; there are some acceptable, relevant examples. 

• The response reflects an adequate understanding of the assignment. 

2 

The "2" response reflects a limited command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is partially achieved. 

• There is limited accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is limited; there are few relevant examples. 

• The response reflects a limited understanding of the assignment. 

1 

The "1" response reflects little or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is not achieved. 

• There is little or no accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is weak; there are no or few relevant examples. 

• The response reflects little or no understanding of the assignment. 

U 
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, illegible, 
not in the target language or English, or does not contain a sufficient amount of original 
work to score. 

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank. 
 

 




